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Even (mumble, mumble) years since graduation, September is still somehow mentally
the beginning of a new year. Apparently this is quite common, a “muscle memory”
from our formative years in school. Psychologists call it the Fresh Start Effect. It’s a
chance to finish those projects that got put on hold over the lazy summer months and to
make steps on new ones. And unlike in January, we have the uplift from pleasant
weather and lots of daylight.

We’ve got a mighty tasty menu plan for the Harvest Supper on Saturday October 3rd.
Please join us at the Community Centre 5-7pm. We’ll be roasting up potatoes and
Johnston’s ham. We haven’t had cabbage rolls on the menu for 10 years. That makes
them new for the many neighbours who have moved here in that time. As ever, all are
welcome to the prep party on Friday October 2nd at 6pm. Bring your potato peeler and
favourite knife along with some gossip to share. Harvest Supper Page 6.

Chilliwack’s municipal election will be held Saturday October 17th. Our local polling
station is Yarrow Community School 4595 Wilson Road. We will be electing a new
mayor along with 6 councilors. Check the city’s website for advance poll information.

The Volunteer Society will host an All Candidates Meeting on Monday October 5th at
7pm. There are large slates of candidates for both mayor and council so we will be
unable to showcase School Board trustee candidates that evening. Special thanks to
Diane Janzen for moderating the meeting. Please plan to attend. All Candidates
Meeting Page 10.

November 21 , 2026st
MODEL TRAIN SHOW

Send feedback/suggestions to: 
Carol Bell: 604-823-6324, carolb02@telus.net or 
Jenna Gardner: hello@socialjenna.ca
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Yarrow Community School Society is very grateful for the support from
the City of Chilliwack and SD #33. Through this partnership we offer a
variety of recreational and social programs in our community. We are
always interested to hear from anyone with new ideas or proposals for
programs or events. Please call coordinator Sally Lum at 604.823.0257 or
email sallylum@shaw.ca for information or to inquire about facility
rentals.
FACILITY RENTALS – Our spaces are available for rent evenings and
weekends throughout most of the school year.  Great spaces and very
reasonable rates.
LICENSED CHILDCARE PROGRAMS – Registration packages
available for our child care programs which include Puddle Jumpers. –
Group Child Care for 3-5 yrs. old and After school care for school age
children. Full and part time options and very reasonable rates. Jelly Beans
preschool for 3 and 4 yr. olds. M/W/F morning and afternoon or T/Th
morning and afternoon classes.
ADULT GENTLE YOGA – Thursday evenings 6 – 7 pm. In the multi-
purpose room. Instructor Diane Carballo returns Sept. 17th. Please call her
@ 604.831.1263 for more info or you can register online at
dianecarballo.com
SENIORS LUNCH – Inviting any local seniors to join us on Wednesdays
once a month from 12:00 - 1:00pm for a sit down lunch (provided) and
games/crafts with some students from Yarrow school. Please call Sally at
604.823.0257 for more info.
ZUMBA – Mon./Wed. evenings 6:30-7:30pm. Looking for a fun
way to get active? Join Mike for very easy to follow Zumba classes
guaranteed to improve your fitness and boost your energy. No
dance experience needed, just come as you are. First session is
Sept. 14th NEW? Try the first 3 classes for just $20. Call or text
Mike at 604.344.0454 to sign up or for more info.
TRY TENNIS - Beginner skills for kids. 6 – 12 yrs. $185 for this
8-week program Thursdays 5-6pm in the gym. All equipment
supplied by our Tennis Canada certified coach, Sharjeel.
Registration forms available online or call Sally if you have any
questions.
CYCLING WITHOUT AGE – Give someone a reason to smile
this Fall! A trishaw ride gives the elderly a chance to experience the
everyday joys that many of us may take for granted. Getting on a
trishaw means we can take someone out to see the places they love
and give them a chance to experience the joys of sunshine and
fresh air. It’s never too late to create new memories. To find out
more about our FREE program, maybe book a ride, check out our
FB page at Cycling Without Age- Yarrow or email us at
cwayarrow@gmail.com
JUNIOR GOLF PROGRAM – For Girls and Boys in grade 1 – 5
who would be interested to learn the basics of golf – chipping,
putting and full swings. 4 - 1 hr. sessions after school in the gym.
Call Sally to find out more and get on the list. Qualified and fun
coaches from Chilliwack Golf Club.

mailto:cwayarrow@gmail.com


Games, especially cribbage, are always a “go”. But so
are other games and puzzles. We also enjoy and look
forward to special events like bbqs, picnics, special
annual Christmas dinners and surprise “pop-up”
opportunities. “Pop-up events” depend on creative
suggestions from our members. So this fall, please
consider checking in on us at the Community Hall,
every Wednesday. Since Covid, several members have
wanted to bring their own lunch and we munch
together at 12 noon. Other members come along at
12:30 when we customarily start playing games. So
come, be our guest. We hope to see you!
Wednesday 12:00 or 12:30 in the Seniors Room,
Community Hall
Questions: Call Bev 604-823-7232 

�������������
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Yarrow Seniors: Where the Air Quality
is Always Fine
Summer of 2026 is behind us now. It was a little more challenging than
some summers. The frequent days and weeks of smoke in the air that led
to numerous days of Yellow and Orange Air Quality warnings proved a bit
challenging for some of us. Nevertheless, the skies in Yarrow are clearing
and so is our outlook for clear days ahead.
Yarrow Seniors is proving to be a kindly, generous and flexible bunch of
folk! We meet in our lovely room in the Community Hall where it is
comfortably cool on hot days and cozy warm on those cooler winter days.
The only thing missing is YOU! We extend an invitation to you to come
and visit us in September or October. After that it would be wonderful to
have you come and join us on a regular basis.



info@joeskillentreeservices.com 

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION WEEK – Tues Oct 27 to Thurs Oct 29,
open to close. To celebrate Canadian Library Month, we would like to
thank you - our valued customer! Join Library staff for a treat and  
activities highlighting all the library has to offer. Drop in.
STORYTIME – Wednesdays, Sept 23 to Wed Dec 9 (excluding Sept 30 &
Nov 11) 10:30 am to 11 am Children and caregivers will enjoy interactive
stories, songs, rhymes, and more. Storytime prepares children to learn to
read. Drop in.
BUILDERS CLUB – Thursdays, Sept 24, Oct 29, Nov 26, 3 pm - 4 pm
Fun for all ages. Children under 10 must bring an adult helper. For ages 5
and up. Drop in.
SEASONAL SCAVENGER HUNTS – Every week we move around the
hidden pictures. Stop in and see if you can find them all.
MONTHLY TAKE AND MAKE CRAFT KITS – Come grab a bag of
supplies for the latest DIY project. Tiny hands will need some help. While
quantities last. 

Check out our social media! @FVRL - Yarrow Library @ReadLearnPlay

Yarrow Library | 604-823-4664
4670 Community Street, Yarrow

Read. Learn. Play. | www.fvrl.ca

Yarrow Library
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Library Hours:
Tuesday: 9:00am - 6:00pm
Wednesday: 9:00am - 4:00pm
Thursday: 1:00pm - 8:00pm
Saturday: 10:00am - 2:00pm

Let the planning begin!  Yarrow Days 2027 may seem
a world away, but now is the time to start
brainstorming for the annual events.  Do you have an
idea to bring to the table?  
Wednesday November 25th. 7pm. Southside Room at
the Community Hall.
All welcome. Bring your theme ideas.

Yarrow Days Meeting



Yarrow Days 2026 is in the books, and it was another great weekend in our
community. After watching the forecast all week, we got lucky with the weather.
The show and shine and parade stayed dry, along with most of Saturday’s market
and entertainment. The rain didn’t arrive until almost the very end.
Around 200 people took part in the Fun Run, and Yarrow Days raised more than
$13,000 in total this year. The parade was great as always, the new wooden
medals were a hit, and our very own “Princess and the Poop” proved that even a
Good Witch gets the dirty jobs. The market, live entertainment, kids’ games and
Imagination Station kept the park busy. The taekwondo demonstration and
Bhangra dancers were crowd favourites.
The dance may not have sold out, but those who came had a great time. Sunday’s
brunch and community church service helped round out the weekend.
Yarrow Days takes a lot of people working together. A huge thank you to the
volunteers, firefighters, Rugby Club, performers, vendors, sponsors, parade
participants and everyone else who helped with setup, cleanup and everything in
between. Most of all, thank you to everyone who came out and made it such a fun
community weekend!

Yarrow Days Recap - The Heartbeat of
Our Community!
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“Community is built in the moments we show up and celebrate together.”
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If this beautiful vintage GMC caught your eye during the Yarrow Days
parade, there is a local story behind it. Victor originally owned the truck
and is pictured behind the wheel holding its first-place prize. The “Yarrow
Days” lettering was planned especially for the parade, making the truck a
perfect addition to the celebration.
The truck was completed locally by Mike Martens in his shop, Martens
Motors Co., and Mike is now its proud owner. It was a great display of
local craftsmanship, community pride and a beautiful piece of automotive
history.

A First-Place Finish for a Yarrow Days
Truck
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Exterior Home Improvements

Jeremy Meyer, Owner
 604-729-3765

 

ph.

e. dualedgeconstruction@yahoo.com

EXTERIORS
RENOVATIONS
GENERAL CONTRACTING

The Yarrow Volunteer Society and Yarrow Ratepayers AGM is
coming up in February 2027, and we would love to see more
neighbours in the room this year.
An AGM may sound formal, but it is one of the best opportunities to
hear what is happening in Yarrow and ask questions about the issues
that matter to you. 
Last year, residents heard updates from the City of Chilliwack,
Yarrow Fire Hall, RCMP and Yarrow Library. The conversation
covered everything from drainage, road paving and traffic concerns
to community safety, library programs, Yarrow Days, the Tree
Lighting and improvements at the Community Hall.
You do not need to be on a board or sign up for a volunteer position
to attend (although if this does interest you, reach out to Carol,
Jenna, or another member of the Ratepayer or Volunteer Society). 
Come listen, learn, meet a few neighbours or bring a question you
would like answered. Your attendance helps make sure more voices
and perspectives from our community are heard.
As always, we’ll have complimentary coffee, home-baked goodies
and our small-town-famous basket draw for everyone in attendance.
The exact date and time will be announced soon. Please watch for
details and plan to join us at the Yarrow Community Hall in February
2027!  We can’t wait to see you, neighbour.

Come Have a Say in Yarrow!
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The Yarrow Volunteer Society is hosting an All Candidates Meeting on
Monday, October 5 at 7 p.m. at the Yarrow Community Hall.
All mayoral and council candidates have been invited, giving Yarrow
residents an opportunity to hear directly from the people asking for their
vote. With such a large field of candidates, we are unable to include
School Board trustee candidates this evening.
The decisions made at City Hall affect our everyday lives, from roads and
development to taxes and local services. This is your chance to hear where
the candidates stand before the municipal election on Saturday, October
17.
Please plan to attend and bring a neighbour. A strong turnout shows that
Yarrow residents are engaged, informed and paying attention.

Hear From The Candidates



Yarrow United Mennonite Church
4336 Eckert St 

Services: 10:30am on Sunday 
Ptr Darnell: dbarkman@yumchurch.com 

We are an Anabaptist community loving the world because Jesus Christ is
reconciling all things. Everyone is welcome to join us as we grow in the

grace, joy, and peace of God. For more info, visit yumchurch.com. 

A Christ Centred
Community 

We meet on Sundays at 10am for our Worship Service.  
 Kids and Youth Sunday School and discussion/coffee

time in the basement follows.

If you would like to catch up on the sermons, you can
listen on our website or on Spotify.

LOCALS (grade 6-12) Living Out Christ in Active Local
Service. We meet every Wednesday night at 6:30
Kids Club meets every other Wednesday at 6:30

beginning on Sept 16.
Dorcas Ruth Quilting meets the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at

10am beginning in October.
Young Adults – please contact the office for times.

Please go to our website yarrowmbchurch.org or call the
office for more details on what’s happening throughout the

week and for future events.

Office:
Lisa Eby – office@yarrowmb.org 

 yarrowmbchurch@gmail.com
41995 Yarrow Central Rd | 604-823-6622

www.yarrowmb.org
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History Behind “The Barn”
Submitted by Carol Bell

As long as I have been on the Ratepayer’s board, we have used the [barn]
image on our letterhead and other stationery. Jenna asked me who designed
it. I could not answer. It had always seemed the ideal graphic for rural
Yarrow. The barn is iconic BC 20th century farmstead architecture. I wrote
to Elsie Giesbrecht who was the newsletter editor here in town before me.
As usual, Elsie had all the answers:

“The artist is Ted Driediger. The barn still belongs to Wes Heinrich’s who
now chicken farms the original Knox farm, end of Wilson Rd, he also built
a new home next it. We lived in the former Knox house with 3 acres, before
we moved away.
The property acreage was subdivided many years before that, & George
Heinrich’s bought it then, chicken farming & crops, & lived on Highland
Dr. The Knox house & 3 acres, became ours in 1973.
Ted Driediger had a Pottery, back in 1982, I asked him if he could draw
Pen & Ink pictures of old Yarrow scenes, to be sold at our Yarrow Days
that year as 8x10 to frame, you probably remember them. He happily
agreed.
I had asked for 4,
*former Post Office, across from Hank the Barber
*former Yarrow train Station, it was end of Wilson, 
( Majuba Heritage Park)

*Railway Bridge
*Old Yarrow Elementary School, where the Pioneer
Park is now.
As he brought me the finished pictures, he said I have a
surprise for you. Ted had also drawn a picture of the
original Knox farm; house, barn, fields from a distance
- Our house! I just love it. Now there were 5 pics.
So when they made your letterhead, they just clipped
the Barn part. There’s the story, a great gift to Yarrow,
44 yrs ago. Reprinted many times. I still have the
originals.
Last year the Chwk cultural centre, featured Ted’s
Pottery. I chatted with him there, told him I had his
originals, how much we appreciated his gift to Yarrow. 
He is retired to Sardis.”
So now we all know the complete story of “The Barn."



Septic Services:
Kyron Walsh ROWP PL, IN 

Septic Designs 

Inspections

Letters 

Repairs

Installations Free Estimate

Including Perc Test 
Save Money by Repairing Your
Existing System 
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Submitted by Victor Froese

Many will have lately driven down the Vedder Mountain Road and noted the
vines with cone-shaped green objects growing up on telephone post – those
are hops. Hops have a long and interesting association with what is now the
town of Yarrow. 
After the drainage of Sumas Lake in the 1920’s, the BC Hop Company
purchased about 640 acres of land to grow hops. The recent flooding in and
around Yarrow reminded us of where the lake was originally located. 
In May of 1928 a group of 15 Mennonite families were drawn from Manitoba
to settle the reclaimed lake bottom by Chauncey Eckert who had amassed
some 1,200 acres of land. He provided the settlers each with 10 acres of land,
often on credit, because they had little money since they were immigrants
from the Ukraine, and he often assisted with building materials as well. 
The first few years (depression years) were difficult as the land was still water
saturated and housing needed to be built. One of the few ways to earn income
was to work in the hopyards and pick the hops in the Fall. All work was
manual since machine picking was not yet invented in the 1950’s. I personally
recall as a young teenager being trucked to the hop fields early in the morning
to pick hops.  The cone-like fruits were stripped from the vines into baskets
which were weighed for approximately 5 cents per pound. During the harvest
most Yarrow families were involved. 
Older residents of Yarrow will recall the John I. Hass Company’s hop fields in
Sardis as well as the hop processing plant where now there is a shopping 

Hops and Yarrow

centre at Vedder Road and Stevenson Road.
There is also a serendipitous relationship between
“hops” and “yarrow (the plant)”; both may be used to
produce the bitter taste in beer !
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Passing the Torch: Yarrow Volunteer
Society/Yarrow Community School
Society Bursary
For 30 years, the Yarrow Volunteer Society has recognized local School
District 33 graduates who have given their time to help with community
efforts. In recent years, the Yarrow Community School Society has joined
in supporting the bursary, allowing it to grow and provide even more
meaningful support to the student who receives it.
The bursary was created in honour of Marshall Janzen, who helped bring
this very newsletter into the computer age, back when that was still
something new. But his legacy is about more than technology. He saw the
value in helping a community stay informed, connected and involved.
The Yarrow we know and love didn’t happen by accident. It was built by  

LOCALS youth group spent a morning this summer doing
some deep cleaning at the community centre. Thank you!

generations of people who chose to show up. They
planned celebrations, cared for shared spaces, asked
important questions and gave their time to their
neighbours. So much of what makes this place feel like
home exists because someone decided Yarrow was worth
the effort.
Now, that story is being handed to a new generation.
We don’t want young people to volunteer because they
feel obligated. We hope they discover that their time can
genuinely change something. You don’t have to wait
until you’re older for your ideas to matter. Every time
you lend a hand, you become part of this community’s
story and help decide what comes next.
To the young people of Yarrow: this bursary is one small
way of saying thank you, and of reminding you that you
already have a place in Yarrow’s story.

Volunteers from years past -
making our Community
Suppers possible.
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Volunteers put in
some solid hours
this past month
spiffing up the
famous “Yarrow”
trolley. Thank you!

Getting the Trolley Shined Up Ahead of Yarrow Lights!
Photos courtesy of Mark Friesen
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